
Well, summer is slipping by but
things have been hopping at Vista
House. The scaffolding in the
rotunda was removed in time for
the special donor event July 25 and
the results are majestic.  The other
interior work is nearing completion
and the surveillance system is
being installed so we can capture
license plate numbers to help cut
down on vandalism.  Plans are

being finalized for the ADA improvements and are
anticipated to be ready for review in the next few weeks.

Still, the big question is, "when do we get back inside?"
As many of you learned at the recent Membership Picnic,
because of permit and construction delays along with
delays in design and approval of ADA plans, the decision
was made to wait until next season to move back in.
Certainly this is disappointing for all of us, but rather
than be upset about the delay, we must now focus on
the opportunity the additional time presents   We will
spend this time planning the reopening, launching the
Membership drive and working to recruit new Volunteers
to strengthen Friends of Vista House.  As a result I
believe we will be able to do an even better job of
launching the restored Crown Jewel in Spring, 2005.

When asked why VH is not open, I encourage our
Volunteers to focus on the reopening next year and,
please, not assign blame to anyone for the delays.
Being positive really better serves Friends of Vista House
and our public.

The Visitors' Station has been very busy and I want to
thank all the Volunteers for their efforts, especially in
selling all the new merchandise we have for our visitors.
I know it's not easy to answer questions, make popcorn
and coffee and be a sales clerk all at the same time -
your ability to do that  just shows how great our team is!
You are also really helping the bottom line by keeping
the Visitors' Station open which provides resources to
meet the many other financial obligations of our
organization.

Other events are worth noting. The Vista House float
was a big success at the Fourth of July Corbett parade,
so much so, we came home with a second place ribbon
- and most important, everyone had fun. Thank you to
all of you who participated and helped bring home the
ribbon.  (See photo.)  The Membership Picnic held August
4th  was a wonderful success with over 100 members,
volunteers and Parks' representatives attending.  Thanks
to all who came and to those who helped make it happen!

REPORT FROM THE PRESIDENT
The past year's financial statement is available and is
included with this newsletter.  We appreciate your
patience as we transition to our new bookkeeping and
accounting system.

One more very exciting bit of news - I am very pleased
to announce that Louise Yarbrough has accepted the
position of Executive Director for FOVH; her three-
month trial period has shown us that she has the ability
and know-how to move our organization into a very
positive future.  I hope everyone is enjoying their summer
and I look forward to seeing you at Vista House. Thanks
for your interest and support of FOVH and Vista House

Jim Hessel,
President of the Board
emailto:ehc52@aol.com

MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Hello Members, Volunteers
and other "friends" of Vista
House!  I'm excited to have
the opportunity to serve
FOVH as executive
director. I've met quite a
few of you and look forward
to meeting many more and
to working on behalf of
Friends to ensure a bright
future for the organization
and for the place we all
love so dearly.

As a "new kid" in the
neighborhood having
moved to Oregon just two
short years ago from
Miami, it seems incredible to be working in the place
that first captured my heart as I looked from the Portland
Women's Forum down the Columbia Gorge!

Thank you for your interest, energy and commitment
on behalf of Friends of Vista House and for all you do!
 Vista House will be reopened soon and it will happen
because of the work and caring of you and many, many
others.  Keep it up and stay involved.  We need you
now, more than ever.

Louise Yarbrough

"JEWEL" PUTS A SPARKLE IN THE CROWN!
What a great way to spend the 4th of July - with Friends
at  the Corbett parade. Like last year, Friends of Vista
House  supported the Corbett community by entering
a float showing
off our Vista
House cow,
"Jewel." If you
look closely in
the above
photo you will
see that Judi
Hessel is
holding a great
big second
place ribbon
that was
awarded our
entry. Thank
you to
everyone who
showed up
and helped
make the day so much fun.

If Vista House awarded ribbons for service, it's a cinch
at least two special ones would have been given.  One
goes to Judi Hessel, who not only refurbished last
year's float materials, but created many new and festive
decorations.  Then, with her husband, Jim, and son,
Joel, built the float.  As always, Judi supports Friends

but stays in the background and just knows what needs
to be done and then does it!  A great big blue ribbon
for Judi.

That second blue
ribbon goes to
Friends' President,
Jim Hessel.  The
list of all that Jim did
just for the parade
would fill up the
newsletter!  Without
the Hessels, ÒJewelÓ
would have been
relegated to the
pasture and
everyone would
have missed the
chance to share her
ride and pride as a
community partner.   And little did Jim know when he
agreed to take on his new role as President of FOVH
that he was going to have another full time job and
have to herd livestock as well!  Friends is grateful for
his commitment and passion for supporting the
organization and Vista House.  Thanks, Hessels!

ÒJewelÓ, our contented and painted ÒcowÓ
was the hit of the parade!!

From left to right: Joan Benner, Jim Hessel, Judi
Hessel, Dallas Nacoste, Diane Murphy, Sharon
Strickland, Sally King. Driver Joel Hessel in back.




